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Anthony McConnell Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

Dear District 109 Community,
As you know, we have been monitoring the quickly evolving situation regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic. To emphasize how rapidly this situation is changing, since my last
email on this topic around 5 p.m. yesterday, the President has stopped air travel from
Europe, the NBA has suspended its season, and numerous other measures are being
enacted across the country.
To mitigate the risk of COVID-19 exposure for our students and to help combat any
community spread, the District is taking action by postponing or canceling all nonessential large group events—including in-district athletic competitions,
musicals, music shows, art shows, etc.—that gather large groups of visitors into our
school buildings. This will take effect immediately and last until at least Friday, March 27.
We are also canceling all rentals in our buildings between March 12 and March 27.
Our school principals will follow up with an email with more specific information about
the events that are canceled or postponed at your child’s school. The following activities
will carry on as scheduled: middle school and elementary after-school clubs, practices, and
rehearsals.
We are also curtailing volunteers and excluding visitors during school hours.
The only volunteers who will be allowed in schools are those who serve in PTO-sponsored
lunch and after-school programs throughout the district.
This decision was made after working with other area superintendents and carefully
considering the news that yesterday the World Health Organization (WHO) announced
that COVID-19 is now officially a global pandemic.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has asked communities to
reconsider non-essential large-group gatherings to minimize the potential spread of the
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virus. Several local elementary and high school districts (Winnetka, Bannockburn, Sunset
Ridge, Glencoe, as well as many others) are also taking similar measures.
We understand that this decision may be disappointing for families and students. We will
make every effort to reschedule events if possible. We are sensitive to the hard work and
extra efforts put forth by our teachers, staff, and students. However, at this time, we must
do our part to contain the spread of COVID-19.
Finally, while our schools are now open, this could change at any time. The District is
ready to implement our e-learning plans if needed. I encourage families to think ahead
and begin making arrangements in the event our schools should close.
After consulting with the superintendents of Districts 106, 112, and 113, we are staying in
close contact regarding these decisions and their impact on our communities.
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
Sincerely,

Anthony
Anthony McConnell, Ed.D
(847) 945-1844 x7231
@mcconnellaw

Text-a-Tip: 24/7 anonymous support for students who need help for themselves or a friend.
Text "224HELP" to 844-823-5323 or download the Lake County Help app.
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